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��1��!-(�In pre-70 Palestine, then, and to a large extent in post-70 as well, one finds a cultural situation in 

which the majority of the population consists of peasants subsisting on a small plot of land. The size of their plots 
and conditions favoring a growing population forced all males but the eldest son into trade (if they were lucky) or 
unskilled labor. Even the resources of the eldest son were so small that given the occurrence of drought or similar 
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calamity he was often forced to mortgage his fields to survive. (Religious regulations compounded the economic 
pressure upon him.) Continued poor harvests and the economic power of the wealthy landowner (who had loaned 
him seed or money at rates favorable to the landowner) would frequently force him off his land. Many of these 
landless peasants became hired laborers or tenant farmers — often on the land they had once owned — who were 
open to continued economic exploitation by the wealthy. The rapaciousness of the leading political figures, 
including the family of the high priest, was notorious during this time. The weight of heavy taxation and 
misgovernment added to the other economic burdens.2 

#�For the details of the taxation cf. Klausner, 179–184; Grant, 64–68; and Heichelheim, 146–150, 164–165. 
�
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